
 

 

 

 

 

September 12, 2017 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Welcome to the 2016-17 school year!  We are excited to begin the year, and have been preparing all summer 
to give your child an outstanding educational experience. 
 
In additional to preparing our instructional program, we also want to make you aware of the safety 
procedures we have developed, and make sure you know that keeping your children safe while at school is 
Mastery’s top priority. 
 
Prevention: Safety every day 
Mastery schools take many precautions to ensure that students are safe every day.  Examples of these daily 
precautions include: 

 Locked exterior doors 

 Designated point(s) of entry for all visitors 

 Visitor policy, which requires all visitors to check in at the front desk, provide ID, and obtain a visitor 
badge 

 ID required for student pick up; students are not released to unauthorized individuals 

 Video surveillance inside and outside of the building 

 CPR and first aid certified staff 

 Predetermined re-unification location:  should we have to evacuate students from the building and 
cannot reenter, the following location will be used for re-unification of students with their families: 

o Mastery Cleveland Elementary School, 3701 N 19th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19140 
 
Preparation:  Drills 

 All Mastery schools conduct drills to make sure that students and staff know what to do in an 
emergency.  Examples of drills include fire drills (students evacuate the building) and lockdown drills (if 
it is unsafe for students to leave the classroom or building).  These drills are conducted periodically 
according to state regulations.  During a drill, we try to simulate a real situation as much as possible, so 
that students and staff can authentically practice for a real situation.  During a fire drill, you can expect 
to see students exit the building in a silent and orderly way, and line up at a predetermined  
location outside.  During a lockdown drill, no one will be able to enter or exit the building.   

 Mastery will notify families via phone blast so that you know when to expect these drills.   
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Incident at School:  Response and Communication 
If there is an incident at school that causes us to take action, you can expect the following general actions and 
communication.  Depending on the nature of the incident, Mastery may have to modify this slightly, and 
please know that we will always seek and defer to the advice of law enforcement whenever there is an 
incident that affects student safety. 

 Our first priority is securing the school and ensuring student and staff safety.  School leaders will work 
with central office staff and law enforcement to make sure all students and staff are safe in the case of 
an incident. 

 Phone blasts:  As much as possible, Mastery will send out periodic phone blasts to notify families when 
there is an incident at school and update you when the threat has passed. 

 Follow up letter:  Mastery will send a letter home with students whenever there is an incident that 
causes us to take action. 

 
While no one wants to think about a violent incident or emergency happening at their child’s school, we hope 
that giving you insight into Mastery’s preparation and planning will help ease your worries.  As always, we 
welcome your comments and would be delighted to discuss any ideas or concerns you may have regarding the 
matter of school safety or emergency preparedness.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Raymond Fields 
Principal 
Mastery Charter Prep Middle School, 7th & 8th Grades 
 
Peter Langer 

Principal 

Simon Gratz Mastery Charter, 9th & 10th Grades 

Nadia Bennett 

Principal 

Simon Gratz Mastery Charter, 11th & 12th Grades 


